Why Is Inland America

Flooding?

More Frequent, Heavier Rainfall

‘With rising global temperatures due to increased heat-trapping emissions,
more water evaporates from the land and oceans. The warmer
atmosphere can hold more water vapor.
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This means that when it rains, there is a
higher potential for heavy rainfall, which
is the main cause of inland ﬂoodiug
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Our Rapidly Changing Landscape
Modern land use practices have left our landscape less able to
accommodate heavy rainfall, increasing the risk of floods and
exacerbating their impacts.
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development of impermeable natural areas
in floodplains surfaces (e.g. asphalt)

What Can We Do?

Solutions at the local, state, and federal levels can give communities the
best chance to stay above water.
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LEARN MORE: ucsusa.org/floods Union of Concerned S



