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Dear Assistant Administrator McCarthy, Administrator Strickland, and Chairman Nichols:

Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), and the California Air Resources Board (CARB) worked together to
set standards through 2016 that would raise the average fuel efficiency of new vehicles to about
34.1 miles per gallon and cut the average global warming pollution from new vehicles to about
250 grams per mile. Now, your agencies are working together to develop the second phase of
standards covering new vehicles sold in model years 2017-2025 that could cut new vehicle global
warming emissions up to an additional 45 percent and raise fuel efficiency standards to as much
as 60 miles per gallon.

Strong, cost-effective standards will provide consumers with a wider choice of cleaner and more
fuel efficient vehicles that save drivers money. In the absence of standards, market barriers
prevent drivers from realizing these savings, leaving drivers without the options they need to
respond to volatile and rising gasoline prices. Standards are the right policy approach given the
realities of this marketplace.

Our continued dependence on oil puts our economy at risk from the effects of oil price volatility
and energy insecurity. Oil price spikes were associated with most of the U.S. recessions in the
past 40 years.! The United States currently sends $1 billion each day to foreign countries to pay
for oil and other petroleum products—that is equivalent to more than half of the average daily
U.S. trade deficit over the last decade.2

Strong standards that save drivers money can also support robust employment. Increasing
standards will promote new vehicle technologies and increase investment in the auto industry,
generating new jobs throughout that sector. The savings consumers realize at the pump will also
shift consumer purchases away from the petroleum and wholesale industries to other parts of
the economy that generate more jobs for every dollar spent.3



Finally, strong standards will help reduce the heat-trapping emissions that cause global
warming. Current and projected climate change impacts pose significant risks to public health,
the economy, and the environment. Delaying action now and waiting for the future before
initiating accelerated action to reduce global warming emissions would be more costly than

initiating action now.

We support these efforts to reduce global warming emissions, improve the fuel efficiency of our
vehicles, reduce our dependence on oil, and protect public health by ensuring drivers have more
choices for clean cars and light trucks through the use of strong, cost-effective standards.
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http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Programs/ES/BPEA/2009 spring bpea papers/2009a bpea hamilton.pdf
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trade data from the U.S. BEA available at: http://www.bea.gov/newsreleases/international/trade/trad time series.xls

3. Based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/emp/ep data industry out and emp.htm




Economists Letter on Clean Car Standards and Oil Dependence

John Brown, Ph.D.
Statesboro, GA

Richard Bryant, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Department of Economics
Missouri University of Science and
Technology

Newburg, MO

David Burress, Ph.D.
President

Ad Astra Institute of Kansas
Lawrence, KS

Dallas Burtraw, Ph.D.
Senior Fellow

Resources for the Future
Washington, DC

John Byrne, Ph.D.
Director and Distinguished
Professor

Center for Energy and
Environmental Policy
University of Delaware
Newark, DE

James Casey, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Washington and Lee University
Lexington, VA

Sean B. Cash, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Consumer Science
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI

Sudip Chattopadhyay, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair

Department of Economics

San Francisco State University
San Francisco, CA

Rachel Cleetus, Ph.D.
Climate Economist

Climate and Energy Program
Union of Concerned Scientists
Cambridge, MA

Jay Corrigan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Kenyon College

Gambier, OH

Fred Curtis, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Drew University
Madison, NJ

Maria Damon, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Wagner School of Public Service
New York University

New York, NY

George Deltas, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign

Urbana, IL

Lloyd Dumas, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Public Policy and
Political Economy

University of Texas, Dallas
Carrollton, TX

Pierre duVair, Ph.D.
West Sacramento, CA

Kevin Egan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
University of Toledo
Toledo, OH

Eirik Evenhouse, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Economics
Mills College

Oakland, CA

Robert Eyler, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Chair
Department of Economics
Director, Center for Regional
Economic Analysis

Sonoma State University
Rohnert Park, CA

Maya Federman, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Pitzer College

Claremont, CA

Marvin Feldman, Ph.D.
Resource Economist
Resource Decisions

San Francsico, CA

James Fine, Ph.D.
Economist

Environmental Defense Fund
Sacramento, CA

Anthony Fisher, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics

University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Sean Flaherty, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Franklin and Marshall College
Lancaster, PA

Lee Friedman, Ph.D.
Professor

Richard and Rhoda Goldman
School of Public Policy
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Gene Fry, Ph.D.
Brookfield, MA

Don Fullerton, Ph.D.
Urbana, IL

James Galbraith, Ph.D.

Lloyd M. Bentsen Jr. Chair

Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public
Affairs

University of Texas, Austin

Austin, TX

Terrel Gallaway, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Missouri State University
Springfield, MO

David Gallo, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus

Department of Economics
California State University, Chico
Chico, CA

E. B. Gendel, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Woodbury University
Burbank, CA

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION LISTED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY



Economists Letter on Clean Car Standards and Oil Dependence

Neva Goodwin, Ph.D.
Co-Director

Global Development and
Environment Institute
Tufts University
Cambridge, MA

John Gowdy, Ph.D.
Rittenhouse Professor
Department of Economics
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Poestenkill, NY

Joshua Graff Zivin, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

University of California, San Diego
La Jolla, CA

Pauline Grosjean, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Economics
University of San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Steven Hackett, Ph.D.
Chairman

School of Business
Humboldt State University
Arcata, CA

Darwin Hall, Ph.D.

Professor

Department of Economics
California State University, Long
Beach

Long Beach, CA

Jane Hall, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus
Department of Economics
California State University,
Fullerton

Fullerton, CA

John Halstead, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair

Department of Natural Resources
and the Environment

University of New Hampshire
Lee, NH

W. Michael Hanemann, Ph.D.
Chancellor’s Professor
Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics

University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Jonathan Harris, Ph.D.
Senior Research Associate
Global Development and
Environment Institute
Tufts University

Medford, MA

Aaron Hegde, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Economics
Director of Environmental
Resource Management Program
California State University,
Bakersfield

Bakersfield, CA

Charles Howe, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus
Department of Economics
University of Colorado
Boulder, CO

Michael Intriligator, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics, Political
Science, and Public Policy
Co-Director, Marschak Colloquium
University of California, Los
Angeles

Senior Fellow, Milken Institute
Senior Fellow, Gorbachev
Foundation of North America

Los Angeles, CA

Jon Isham, Ph.D.
Professor

Deparment of Economics and
Environmental Studies
Middlebury College
Middlebury, VT

Lovell Jarvis, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics
University of California, Davis
Davis, CA

Shulamit Kahn, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
School of Management
Boston University
Boston, MA

Adrienne Kandel, Ph.D.
Davis, CA

Andy Keeler, Ph.D.
Professor

UNC Coastal Studies Institute
Manteo, NC

Lea-Rachel Kosnik, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
University of Missouri, St. Louis
St. Louis, MO

Michael Kuehlwein, Ph.D.
Claremont, CA

Sajal Lahiri, Ph.D.

Vanderveer Professor of Economics
Department of Economics
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale

Carbondale, IL

Neil Leary, Ph.D.

Director

Center for Environmental and
Sustainability Education
Dickinson College

Carlisle, PA

Susan Lee, Ph.D.
Federal Communications
Commission

Alexandria, VA

Lynne Lewis, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Bates College

Lewiston, ME

Cynthia Lin, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor
Department of Agricultural and
Resource Economics
University of California, Davis
Davis, CA

Edna Loehman, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus
Department of Agricultural
Economics

Purdue University
Longmont, CO

Thomas Lyon, Ph.D.

Director

Erb Institute for Global Sustainable
Enterprise

Stephen M. Ross School of Business
School of Natural Resources and
Environment

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, MI

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION LISTED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY



Economists Letter on Clean Car Standards and Oil Dependence

Stephen Marks, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Pomona College
Claremont, CA

Wade Martin, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair

Department of Economics
California State University, Long
Beach

Long Beach, CA

John McKean, Ph.D.
Masonville, CO

David Miller, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Economics
University of California, San Diego
San Diego, CA

Kathleen Miller, Ph.D.
Boulder, CO

Gayle Morris, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Business and
Economics

Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania

North East, PA

Asbjorn Moseidjord, Ph.D.
Moraga, CA

Philip Moss, Ph.D.
Professor
Department of Economics

University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Brookline, MA

Michael Mueller, Ph.D.
Centennial, CO

Julie Nelson, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
University of Massachusetts,
Boston

Boston, MA

David Newburn, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Agricultural
Economics

Texas A&M University
College Station, TX

Richard Norgaard, Ph.D.
Professor

Energy and Resources Group
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Jeffrey O'Hara, Ph.D.
Agricultural Economist

Food and Environment Program
Union of Concerned Scientists
Washington, DC

Lon Peters, Ph.D.
Pasadena, CA

Michael Reich, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA

Siobhan Reilly, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Mills College

Oakland, CA

Charles Revier, Ph.D.
Associate Professor Emeritus
Department of Economics
Colorado State University
Fort Collins, CO

Robert Richardson, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Department of Community,
Agriculture, Recreation, and
Resource Studies

School of Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Michigan State University

East Lansing, M1

David Ross, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Bryn Mawr College

Bryn Mawr, PA

Jonathan Rubin, Ph.D.
Professor

Margaret Chase Smith Policy
Center and School of Economics
University of Maine

Orono, ME

James Sallee, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
The Harris School
University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

Astrid Scholz, Ph.D.
Vice President
Knowledge Systems
Ecotrust

Portland, OR

Juliet Schor, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Sociology
Boston College

Chestnut Hill, MA

Silvia Secchi, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Agribusiness
Economics

Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL

Kristen Sheeran, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Economics for Equity and
Environment Network
Portland, OR

Barry Solomon, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Geography and
Environmental Policy

Director, Graduate Program in
Environmental Policy

Michigan Technological University
Houghton, MI

John Sorrentino, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Temple University
Ambler, PA

Roger Sparks, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
Mills College

Oakland, CA

Steven Stoft, Ph.D.
Berkeley, CA

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION LISTED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY



Economists Letter on Clean Car Standards and Oil Dependence

Diana Strassmann, Ph.D.
Professor in the Practice
Center for Women, Gender,
Sexuality

Rice University

Houston, TX

Jordan Suter, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Economics
Oberlin College

Oberlin, OH

Scott Templeton, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Department of Applied Economics
and Statistics

Clemson University

Clemson, SC

David Terkla, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
University of Massachusetts,
Boston

Boston, MA

Thomas Tietenberg, Ph.D.
Mitchell Family Professor Emeritus
Department of Economics

Colby College

Waterville, ME

Nicola Tynan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
Dickinson College
Carlisle, PA

David Vail, Ph.D.

Adams Catlin Professor Emeritus
Department of Economics
Bowdoin College

Brunswick, ME

Harold Votey, Ph.D.
Professor

Department of Economics
University of California, Santa
Barbara

Santa Barbara, CA

Gernot Wagner, Ph.D.
Economist

Environmental Defense Fund
New York, NY

LeRoy Wehrle, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus

Department of Environmental
Studies

University of Illinois, Springfield
Springfield, IL

Anthony Westerling, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

School of Engineering
University of California, Merced
Mariposa, CA

Andrew Wilson, Ph.D.
Adjunct Faculty

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary
Studies

University of Virginia
Scottsville, VA

Gavin Wright, Ph.D.

William Robertson Coe Professor
Department of Economics
Stanford

Palo Alto, CA

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION LISTED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES ONLY



