
 

Clean energy policies will help California consumers 
• Smart energy policies spark job creation. Over the last three decades innovative energy policies have 

allowed Californians to reduce expenditures on imported fossil fuels and redirect spending to create 1.5 
million full-time jobs. A recent national study1 shows that higher efficiency standards and larger 
incentives could create more than a million jobs across the US by 2030. 

• California consumers will save money as a result of the energy efficiency targets in AB 32. Smart energy 
policies led Californians to save $56 billion on household energy costs between 1976 and 20062.  

• California’s residents will be healthier from the cleaner air and water due to less global warming 
pollution. Currently air pollution costs the state tens of billions of dollars each year in missed work and 
school days, health care expenses and shortened lives3. 

 
The California economy will benefit from clean energy policies  
• The clean energy economy is one of the few bright spots in the California economy.  According to the 

latest data available, from 2005-2007, while total state employment fell one percent, clean energy and 
clean technology jobs were growing by five percent.  From 1995-2008, total jobs in California expanded 
only 13 percent, while green jobs expanded 36 percent, and green businesses grew at a rate of 45 
percent. 4  

• Investments in clean energy technologies will form the backbone of the future low carbon economy. As a 
result of AB 32 and California’s history of smart energy policies, in 2009 California is the nation’s leading 
state in clean energy businesses.5   

• California’s clean technology sector received $2.1 billion investment capital in 2009 alone, 60 percent of 
the total in North America and more than five times the investment in our nearest competitor, 
Massachusetts6.  

 
Delay is costly  
• According to California’s State Legislative Analyst’s Office, rolling back California’s clean energy policies 

could “dampen additional investments in clean energy technologies or in so-called ‘green jobs’ by private 
firms, thereby resulting in less economic activity.” 

• The global market for clean energy technology is expected to grow to $2 trillion by 2020, making it one 
of the largest industries in the world.7 If we don't act now, we're going to be buying clean-energy 
products from China rather than building them here and selling them to the rest of the world. In fact, we 
already are. America has a trade deficit in clean-energy technology.  

• California has more to gain from the green economy than any other state and risks a loss of more than 
$80 billion in Gross State Product and more than a half million jobs by 2020 if we fail to implement this 
law as scheduled.”8  
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