
FLORIDA 
A Call to Action on Invasive Species  

 
 
Nationwide, more than 780 scientists, resource managers, agricultural officials, and other experts – plus 120 citizens 
groups – signed the December 2003 Call to Action on Invasive Species. You can read the Call at our website. Here 
are the signers from Florida. 
 
Scientists and Experts 
 
Said M. Abusada, Ph. D.  
Water Use Regulation 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
Bartow, Florida 
Public adminstration, environmental science and 
policy 
 
Christopher Bergh  
Florida Chapter 
The Nature Conservancy 
Summerland Key, Florida 
Natural areas management 
 
Alicie Bradley, M. A.  
Miami, Florida 
Natural resources management, ethnobotany and 
education 
 
D. Greg Braun  
D. Greg Braun Consulting 
Jupiter, Florida 
Habitat restoration and endangered species 
 
Noah M. Burkhead, M. S.  
Florida Integrated Science Center 
United States Geological Survey 
Gainesville, Florida 
Ichthyologist investigating decline and imperilment of 
southeastern freshwater fishes. 
 
Felicia C. Coleman, Ph. D.  
Department of Biological Sciences 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Marine ecology, marine conservation, fisheries 
management 
 
Melanie Colon  
Florida Park Service 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Hobe Sound, Florida 

Walter R. Courtenay, Jr., Ph. D.  
Florida Atlantic University 
Gainesville, Florida 
Expert on introduced fishes for 3+ decades 
 
Bruce C. Cowell, Ph. D.  
Department of Biology 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 
Stream ecology and limnology 
 
Dan DiResta, Ph. D.  
Marine Science Program 
University of Miami 
Coral Gables, Florida 
 
Gayle E. Edwards  
Florida Native Plant Society / Master Gardener 
Fort Myers, Florida 
Concerned citizen 
 
Christopher J. Farrell, M. S.  
Audubon of Florida 
Weston, Florida 
 
Amy P. Ferriter, M. S.  
Department of Vegetation Management 
South Florida Water Management District 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
 
Robert C. Freese, Ph. D.  
AF Clewell, Inc 
Tampa, Florida 
 
Judy A. Gersony  
Department of Horticultural Sciences 
University of Florida 
Fort Pierce, Florida 

http://www.ucsusa.org/global_environment/invasive_species/page.cfm?pageID=1275


Laura L. Geselbracht, M. S.  
Conservation Programs 
The Nature Conservancy 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
South Florida and Florida Keys conservation 
 
Dennis J. Giardina  
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Naples, Florida 
Specialize in invasive species in South Florida 
 
Leah V. Gibbons, M. S.  
A.F. Clewell, Inc. 
Holmes Beach, Florida 
 
Manuel Gimond, Ph. D.  
Merritt Island, Florida 
 
Doria R. Gordon, Ph. D.  
The Nature Conservancy 
Gainesville, Florida 
 
Alison M Higgins, M. S.  
Stewardship 
The Nature Conservancy 
Sugarloaf, Florida 
Mobilizing volunteers to kill invasives in Florida Keys 
 
Bern Holthuis, Ph. D.  
Gainesville, Florida 
 
Marjorie Ann Hoy, Ph. D.  
Department of Entomology and Nematology 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 
Biological control of invasive insect pests of citrus in 
Florida 
 
Gary R. Huxel  
Department of Biology 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 
 
Jerome A. Jackson, Ph. D.  
Florida Gulf Coast University 
Fort Myers, Florida 
 
Suzanne Koptur, Ph. D.  
Department of Biological Sciences 
Florida International University 
Miami, Florida 
 

Herb E. Kumpf, Ph. D.  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Panama City Beach, Florida 
Invasive species regional panel member, consultant 
 
James N. Layne, Ph. D.  
Department of Vertebrate Biology 
Archbold Biological Station 
Lake Placid, Florida 
Mammalian ecology 
 
Chris Lockhart, M. S.  
Habitat Specialists, Inc. 
Boynton Beach, Florida 
Botanist, invasive plant researcher, educator 
 
Irmgard Lukanik  
Department of Biology 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 
 
Dan C. Marelli, Ph. D. * 
Academic Diving Program 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Bivalve mollusks 
 
Randy G. Martin, Ph. D.  
Department of Natural Sciences 
Gulf Archaeology Research Institute 
Crystal River, Florida 
 
Earl D. McCoy, Ph. D.  
Department of Biology 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 
 
Elizabeth A. Mizell  
Northwest Florida Program 
The Nature Conservancy 
Bristol, Florida 
 
Henry R. Mushinsky, Ph. D.  
Department of Biology 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 
Conduct research on amphibians and reptiles in 
Florida 



Harry V. Neal, M. S.  
Department of Ecological Sciences 
PBS&J 
Orlando, Florida 
Natural lands restoration and management 
 
William A. Overholt, Ph. D.  
Department of Entomology and Nematology 
University of Florida 
Fort Pierce, Florida 
Biological control of invasive plants 
 
Gustav Paulay, Ph. D.  
Florida Museum of Natural History 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 
Marine biodiversity 
 
Sue A. Perry, Ph. D.  
South Florida Natural Resources Center 
Everglades National Park 
Homestead, Florida 
Aquatic biologist, restoration ecology 
 
Jennifer Possley, M. S.  
Research Department 
Fairchild Tropical Garden 
Miami, Florida 
Monitoring and research of invasives in preserves 
 
Francis E. Putz, Ph. D.  
Botany Department 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 
Conservation biologist and forest ecologist. 
 
Kai C. Rains 
Instructor and Doctoral Candidate 
Environmental Science and Policy 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Florida 
Invasive species in wetland habitats 
 
Jennifer S. Rehage, Ph. D.  
Department of Biological Sciences 
Florida International University 
Miami, Florida 
Invasion biology -freshwater fishes 

Michael Renda, M. S.  
Blowing Rocks Preserve 
The Nature Conservancy 
Hobe Sound, Florida 
Restoring natural areas degraded by invasives 
 
Brad A. Rosov, M. S.  
South Florida/Florida Keys 
The Nature Conservancy 
Sugarloaf Key, Florida 
 
Michael S. Ross, Ph. D.  
Southeast Environmental Research Center 
Florida International University 
Miami, Florida 
Plant ecologist, South Florida ecosystems 
 
Robin J. Rossmanith, M. S.  
Hobe Sound, Florida 
 
Don C. Schmitz, M. S.  
Tallahassee, Florida 
Co-editor, Strangers in Paradise: Impact and 
Management of Nonindigenous Species in Florida 
 
Martin Schulz, M. S.  
Plantation, Florida 
 
Gregory S. Seamon  
Northwest Florida Program 
The Nature Conservancy 
Bristol, Florida 
 
Susan D. Shaw,  
Ecological Sciences 
PBS&J 
Orlando, Florida 
 
Grover C. Smart, Jr., Ph. D.  
Entomology and Nematology Department 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 
Biologically control of pest insects with 
entomopathogenic nematodes. 
 
Randall Stocker, Ph. D.  
Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 



Christine Sutter, M. S.  
Pandion Systems, Inc. 
Gainesville, Florida 
Invasive exotic plant control consultant 
 
D. Scott Taylor, Ph. D.  
Brevard County Environmentally Endangered Lands 
Melbourne, Florida 
 
Roberto Torres, M. A.  
The Nature Conservancy 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 
 
Linda J. Walters, Ph. D.  
Department of Biology 
University of Central Florida 
Orlando, Florida 

Sandra J. Woiak  
The Disney Wilderness Preserve 
The Nature Conservancy 
Kissimmee, Florida 
Restoration ecology 
 
Jora Marie Young, M. S. * 
Florida Program 
The Nature Conservancy 
Altamonte Springs, Florida

 
 

Institutional affiliation for identification purposes only 
* Also supports greater leadership by the Environmental Protection Agency in addressing the ballast water vector under the Clean Water Act 

 
 
Citizens Groups 
 
Pat Pearson 
Florida Wildlife Federation 
Tallahassee, Florida 
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