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Goals of the Symposiums

• To encourage and support the development of 
young scientists working on policy-oriented 
research on international security and arms 
control issues.

• To help expand the number of technical 
experts working on arms control and security 
issues worldwide.

• To help create an international community of 
these experts.



The principal organizers of the Summer Symposium 
are Lisbeth Gronlund and David Wright, 
Co-Directors and Senior Scientists in the UCS 
Global Security Program. Trained as physicists, 
they have both been at UCS since 1992.



Over the past 30 years, independent, technically 
trained arms control and international security 
analysts have played an increasingly important 
role in policy debates in the United States. 

Henry Kendall



The central purpose of the Summer Symposiums is 
to encourage the development of such analysts in 
countries where there is not a strong tradition of 
public interest science and to integrate them into the 
international community of researchers with similar 
interests and backgrounds.



The first Summer Symposium grew out of 
discussions between the US physicist Frank von 
Hippel and the Soviet physicist Roald Sagdaev
about the lack of a younger generation of Soviet 
scientists knowledgeable about arms control 
issues.

Sagdaev von Hippel



This meeting was held for ten days in September 1989 and 
focused on international security and arms control issues. It was 
organized by a group of students and faculty at the Moscow 
Institute of Physics and Technology (MPTI), an elite Soviet 
technical university. The participants were primarily Soviets and 
Americans, with smaller delegations from Britain and China.



This meeting led to the establishment of the Center for Arms 
Control, Energy, and Environmental Studies at the Moscow 
Institute of Physics and Technology. This Center is the only 
university-based program in Russia for teaching and research 
on technically related policy issues in the arms control, energy, 
and environmental fields.



Following the success of the first meeting, several of the 
participants organized the second Summer Symposium, which 
was hosted by the Center for Energy and Environmental Studies 
at Princeton University in August 1990. The number of countries 
represented at the Symposiums began to grow as the organizers 
reached out to colleagues around the world to identify promising
young researchers.  



Unlike the first meeting, which was organized around lectures 
by senior participants, the second Symposium introduced the 
format used since that time in which all participants are 
expected to give presentations on their research. This format 
encourages participants to conduct research on these issues, 
helps educate the participants and fosters discussion, and 
helps the participants get to know each other.



Since that time, the Summer Symposiums 
have been hosted around the world:

• 1989 Moscow (MPTI)
• 1990 Princeton 
• 1991 Moscow (MPTI) 
• 1992 Shanghai (Fudan Univ.)
• 1993  Cambridge, MA (MIT)
• 1994  Oberwesel, Germany
• 1995  Kiev, Ukraine
• 1996  Beijing (Beijing Univ. of

Aeronautics & Astronautics)
• 1997  Ithaca, NY (Cornell)
• 1998  Cambridge, MA (MIT)

• 1999  Shanghai (Fudan Univ.)
• 2000  Moscow (MPTI)
• 2001  Berlin
• 2002  Urbana, IL (U. Illinois)
• 2003  Moscow (MPTI)
• 2004  Beijing (Tsinghua Univ.)
• 2005  Princeton University
• 2006  Trieste, Italy (Intl. Center

for Theoretical Physics)
• 2007  Oslo, Norway
• 2008 Boston



The Symposiums bring together 40 participants for 8 days. 
The meetings combine formal research presentations, 
discussions of important current issues, discussions of 
research opportunities, and informal time that allows the 
participants to get to know each other on a personal level.



Since their inception, the Symposiums have been 
attended by nearly 400 scholars interested in arms 
control and security issues from 26 countries.



Unlike meetings designed to discuss only research, 
the Symposiums have an underlying philosophy:

• We are working to affect government and international 
policies, not just understanding technical issues related 
to arms control and security

• We believe true national security requires international 
security

• We encourage taking an international perspective on 
security issues while at the same time understanding 
the different political forces at play in different 
countries

• We are working to encourage “public-interest” science



As a result of these meetings, more than two dozen scientists 
from Russia, China, India, Pakistan, South Korea, and Iran 
have spent time as research fellows at UCS and several 
other institutions, including MIT, Harvard, Princeton, and 
the University of Maryland.



Past participants now hold senior positions in academic 
and government offices in their countries. For example, in 
China, past participants hold the following posts:

• Professor of International Relations at Fudan University
• Founder and Director of China’s first non-government-based 

arms control program, the Program on Arms Control and 
Regional Security at Fudan University

• Professor in the Institute of International Studies at Tsinghua
University and Director of the Arms Control Program at 
Tsinghua

• Professor and Vice-Dean in the School of Space Technology at 
Beihang University and head of the Space Working Group at 
Beihang

• Director of the arms control division of the Institute for Applied 
Physics and Computational Mathematics

• Director of the Institute of Structural Mechanics at the China 
Academy of Engineering Physics (CAEP)

• Deputy Director of the Foreign Affairs Office at CAEP



In addition to fostering international dialogue, we are 
engaging younger scientists, who often do not have the 
opportunity to attend international meetings. This allows us to 
introduce the next generation of experts to international views 
on these topics and help them learn important skills, such as 
conducting policy-relevant research and presenting their 
results to different audiences. 



The Symposiums are unique events. We know of no 
other meetings that attempt to identify young 
scientists from around the world, help educate 
them on this set of issues, and integrate them into 
the international community of technical 
researchers.

Oslo, 2007



Participant Testimonial
“The Summer Symposium has interested and engaged Chinese 
young scientists that eventually created major arms control 
centers at those most prestigious Chinese universities. This 
impact on Chinese society and government policy-making in the 
long run is far-reaching.”

Prof. Shen Dingli
Center for American Studies
Fudan University
Shanghai, China



“The Summer Symposium literally opened a new world of 
possibility for me – technical arms control. The Symposium 
provides a unique forum for building an international network 
and fomenting an international context that my other young 
colleagues lack.”

Prof. Margaret Kosal
Co-Director, Program on Emerging Technology and Security
Sam Nunn School of International Affairs
Georgia Institute of Technology

Participant Testimonial



“My first Summer Symposium in Moscow in 2000 was one 
of the most memorable experiences in my professional 
career. What made the Symposium so exciting and useful 
was the opportunity to discuss issues of war and peace with 
people from places where these issues are much more 
imminent than in my own country.”

Tom Bielefeld
Radioactivity Measurements Laboratory/Institute of 
Environmental Physics
University of Bremen, Bremen, Germany

Participant Testimonial



The 20th Summer Symposium, being held in Boston in July 
2008, will begin with a one-day workshop at MIT to 
commemorate the history of the Symposiums, to look back at 
the development of the technical security field as a new 
discipline, and to look ahead to future security challenges and 
the further development of the technical security field.



Learn more about the Summer 
Symposium by going to 

www.summersymposium.org


