
JoongAng Daily (Japan)   
April 8, 2009 
 
http://japanese.joins.com/article/article.php?aid=113740&servcode=500&sectcode=500 
 
This article says that the second stage splashed down at a range of 3,100 km, and that 3,600 km was 
the point predicted by North Korea (this appears to refer to the middle of the announced hazard zone). 
The report says that the second stage reached an altitude of 485 km before falling back to earth, and 
that North Korea had wanted it reach an altitude of 600-700 km.  
 
The Korean Central News Agency announced that the orbit of the satellite was 490 km x 1426 km, 
which would require a satellite speed of 7.9 km/s when it was placed in orbit at 490 km. 

 
 
Figure at: http://japanese.joins.com/upload/images/2009/04/20090408084054-1.jpg  
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The Mainichi Daily News (Japan)  
April 9, 2009 
 
http://mainichi.jp/select/world/northkorea/news/20090409k0000m040114000c.html  
 
The lowest curve in the diagram is the first stage, which is said to have splashed down about 280 km 
from the coast of Japan. 
 
The middle (dashed) curve says “Parts?” and is probably the path of the shroud. The diagram shows a 
splashdown point of about 1270 km from Japan. 
 
The labels on the third curve say: 
 -“Satellite?”  
-“Following ended about 2100 km east of Japan” [This refers to the object flying out of range of the 
sensors on Japan] 
-“Splashing a little over 3000 km from Musdanri?” 
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Figure at: 
http://mainichi.jp/select/world/northkorea/news/images/20090409k0000m010123000p_size8.jpg  
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Chunichi Shimbun (Japan)  
Apri 10, 2009 
 
http://www.chunichi.co.jp/article/feature/ntok0001/list/200904/CK2009041002000203.html  
 
This diagram shows the first stage splashing down at 280 km from Japan, a “Part?” splashing down at 
about 1,270 km from Japan, the second stage splashing down at about 3,200 km, and the third stage 
splashing down at “More than 3,200 km.” Unlike other reports, this article implies that the third stage 
separated from the second stage before splashing down. 
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Japanese Ministry of Defense 
May 15, 2009 
 
http://www.mod.go.jp/j/library/bmd/20090515. 
 
The text in the box under “370” says “Object that seems to be the first stage booster system.” 
 
Text accompanying the figure states:   
 
“After the separation of an object which seems to be the first stage booster system, the "missile" seems 
to have passed the Tohoku district (Northern part of Honshu, the main island) to the Pacific around 
11:37.” 
 
“Around 11:37, the part which seems to be the first stage booster system seems to have fallen around 
320 km west of the Akita Prefecture (about 540 km from the Taepodong area) into the hazard area 
designated by North Korea.” 
 
"The second stage and the rest seem to have fallen around the western edge of the hazard area 
designated by North Korea around 11:46 after flying more than 3000 km from the Taepodong area.” 
 
The text in the box near trajectory at the right of the diagram says “Part consisting of the second stage 
and the rest.” 
 

    



 
 
Figures at: http://www.mod.go.jp/j/library/bmd/20090515c.pdf  
 


