
April 27, 2009 

 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 

Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior  

1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC  20240 

 

The Honorable Gary Locke 

Secretary, U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Salazar and Secretary Locke, 

 

As scientists with expertise in biological diversity and loss of species, we urge you to overhaul 

actions and rule changes that weaken the scientific foundation of the Endangered Species Act 

(ESA). Congress has recently given you additional authority to begin to restore the scientific 

underpinnings of the ESA by allowing you to rescind two rules implemented in the final days of the 

Bush administration. These rules fundamentally undermine the ability of science and scientists to 

protect our nation’s biodiversity.  

 

The rules in question allow any federal agency to independently decide whether protected species 

would be threatened by their projects. Previously, when a federal agency considered a project such 

as a highway, dam, or mine, it was required to consult with the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) or 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). These “informal” consultations typically led to minor 

adjustments being made to the planned action that lessened the anticipated impact. This process also 

helped identify projects with particularly severe or complicated effects, which then received a 

thorough “formal” consultation.  

 

Many federal agencies do not have the biological expertise to determine the consequences of federal 

projects on endangered species, and may have vested interests in the implementation of a project. 

The FWS and NMFS consultations have, for decades, served as important checks and balances to 

keep our nation’s biodiversity safe. Consultation creates a method for informed decision-making 

that provides better protections for endangered species and has led to successful mitigation efforts 

for hundreds of species.   

 

The rules also sharply limit the types of information federal scientists can consider when evaluating 

federal projects, carving out broad exemptions for impacts that “are manifested through global 

processes” or result in “an extremely small, insignificant impact” on protected species.  This is 

problematic because many severe environmental problems result from sources that individually 

might be minor but collectively cause serious harm. Fortunately, federal scientists have a decades-

long proven track record of analyzing cumulative effects.    

On March 3, 2009, President Obama issued a Presidential memorandum requesting that the 

Departments of Commerce and Interior review recent changes to Endangered Species Act 

implementation. On March 11, Congress passed legislation giving you special authority to 

immediately rescind the rules by May 8.  “For more than three decades,” said the president, “The 



Endangered Species Act has successfully protected our nation's most threatened wildlife, and we 

should be looking for ways to improve it—not weaken it.” We agree.  

As you follow President Obama’s directive to find ways to strengthen the Endangered Species Act, 

we encourage you to ensure that the federal government is in the position to examine and regulate 

all challenges to endangered species. The threats our world face continue to evolve as we impact the 

environment in different ways. Federal government scientists must be given the ability to evaluate 

these emerging threats and communicate their consequences for imperiled species.  

 

The Endangered Species Act is one of our most important environmental laws because of its 

reliance on robust scientific analysis. According to a May 30, 2005 article in Science, less than one 

percent of listed species have gone extinct since 1973, while 10 percent of candidate species still 

waiting to be listed have suffered that fate. A more recent comprehensive analysis demonstrates that 

listed species tended toward recovery more than not and the more thoroughly the ESA was applied 

the stronger their recovery.
1
 In addition to the hundreds of species that the ESA has protected from 

extinction, listing has contributed to population increases or the stabilization of populations for at 

least 35 percent of listed species, and perhaps significantly more, as well as the recovery of such 

signature species as the peregrine falcon. 

 

Congress has recognized that recently enacted regulations should be rolled back and has given you 

the power to do so within a limited time that is fast expiring.  Because the new rules compromise 

the quality and independence of scientific review and thereby undermine effective protections for 

wildlife and their habitats, we urge you to take swift action to rescind the rules.    

 

Sincerely,  

 

(signers listed alphabetically by state) 

 

 

cc: 

 

The Honorable Jane Lubchenco 

Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

Room 5128 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

 
The Honorable John Holdren 

Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy 

Executive Office of the President 

725 17th Street Room 5228 

Washington, DC 20502 

 

                                                 
1
 Performance of the Endangered Species Act, Mark W. Schwartz, Annu. Rev. Ecol. Evol. Syst. 2008. 39:279–99 



ALABAMA 

 
Michael Barbour, Ph.D. candidate 

GIS Analyst 

Alabama Natural Heritage Program 

Auburn University, AL 

 

David Campbell, Ph.D. 

Department of Biology 

University of Alabama 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

 

Wylie Cox, M.S. 

Instructor 

Department of Biology 

Central Arizona College 

Daleville, AL 

 

Steve Kimble, M.S. candidate 
Department of Forestry and Natural Resources 

Purdue University 

Birmingham, AL 

 

Marisa Lee, M.S. 

Certified Wildlife Biologist 

Conservation 

Division of Wildlife 

Montgomery, AL 

 

Kenneth Nusbaum, Ph.D. 
Professor 

Pathobiology 

Auburn University 

Auburn, AL 

 

Kelly Sutherland, M.S. candidate 

Dauphin Island Sea Lab 

Woods Hole, AL 

 

Robert Thacker, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Biology 

University of Alabama, Birmingham 

Birmingham, AL 

 

 

ARKANSAS 
 

Justin Fiene, M.S. 
Department of Biology 

Texas A&M University 

Jonesboro, AR 

 

Charles Gagen, Ph.D. 
Professor 

Biology Department 

Arkansas Tech. University 

Atkins, AR 

 

Nicole Hardiman, Ph.D. 

University of Cincinnati 

Fayetteville, AR 

 

Mickey Matthews, M.S. 
Aquatic Ecologist 

Ecological Conservation Organization 

Little Rock, AR 

 

Thomas McClure 
Biology Instructor 

Science Department 

Northwest Arkansas Community College 

Rogers, AR 

 

Kenneth Smith, M.S. 

Researcher 

Conservation 

The Ozark Society 

Fayetteville, AR 

 

Ellen Turner, M.S. 
Professor 

Department of Biology 

Northwest Arkansas Community College 

Rogers, AR 

 

 

 

 

 



FLORIDA 
 

David Addison, M.S. 
Co-Director 

Environmental Science 

The Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

Naples, FL 

 

Lindsay Addison, M.S. 
Biologist 

U.S. Navy Contractor 

Naples, FL 

 

Joshua Amend, M.S. 
Senior Forester 

Cooperative Forestry Assistance Section 

Florida Division of Forestry 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Kelley Anderson, M.S. 

Marine Scientist 

The Climate Foundation 

St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Ray Ashton, Ph.D. candidate 
President 

Research & Professional Training 

Ashton Biodiversity Research and Preservation 

Institute 

Newberry, FL 

 

Ray Ashton, Ph.D. candidate 

President 

Research & Professional Training 

Ashton Biodiversity Research & Pres. Ins 

Newberry, FL 

 

Lore Ayoub, Ph.D. 
Department of Biology 

University of South Florida 

Saint Petersburg, FL 

 

Richard Baker, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 

Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory 

University of Florida 

Sebastian, FL 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea Barber, M.S. 
Wildlife Legacy Biologist 

Division of Habitat and Species Conservation 

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 

Commission 

St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Brent Bellinger, Ph.D. 

Postdoctoral Researcher 

Soil and Water Science 

University of Florida 

West Palm Beach, FL 

 

Brian Bradley, M.S. 
Marine Science 

University of South Florida 

St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Noel Burkhead, M.S. 
Research Fisheries Biologist 

U.S. Geological Survey 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Kathleen Cavell, D.V.M. 
Tallahassee, FL 

 

Hillary Cherry, M.S. 

University of Florida 

Hobe Sound, FL 

 

John Constantinide, M.S. candidate 
Department of Biology 

University of Miami 

Coral Gables, FL 

 

Walter R. Courtenay, Jr., Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus of Zoology 

Department of Biological Science 

Florida Atlantic University 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Charles Covell, Ph.D. 

Curator of Lepidoptera 

McGuire Center for Lepidoptera & Biodiversity 

Florida Museum of Natural History 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

 

 



Bruce Cowell, Ph.D. 
Professor of Biology, retired 

University of South Florida 

Lutz, FL 

 

John Cozza, Ph.D. 
Manager of teaching labs 

Department of Biology 

University of Miami 

Coral Gables, FL 

 

James Culter, M.S. 

Senior Scientist 

Mote Marine Laboratory 

Sarasota, FL 

 

C. Dodd, Jr., Ph.D. 
Courtesy Associate Professor 

Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

John Epler, Ph.D. 
Aquatic Entomologist 

Crawfordville, FL 

 

Kristin Erickson, M.S. candidate 
Marine Scientist 

Sustainable Fisheries 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration 

Coconut Grove, FL 

 

Christopher Farrell, M.S. 

Saint Johns River Community College 

St. Augustine, FL 

 

Miguel Fernandes, Ph.D. candidate 
Department of Biology 

University of Miami 

Miami, FL 

 

Anne Frances, Ph.D. 

Postdoctoral Associate 

Environmental Horticulture Department 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Shannon Gerardi, B.S. 
Environmental Specialist III 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Tallahassee, FL 

Matthew Gitzendanner, Ph.D. 
Associate Scientist 

Department of Biology 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Steven Green, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Department of Biology 

University of Miami 

Homestead, FL 

 

Azza Guertin, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 

Department of Biology 

Santa Fe College 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Vivienne Handy, B.S. 

Professional Wetland Scientist 

Quest Ecology Inc. 

Wimauma, FL 

 

Michelle Hoffman, M.S. 

Environmental Scientist 

Seminole Tribe of Fla. 

Lehigh Acres, FL 

 

Brian Inouye, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Department of Biological Science 

Florida State University 

Tallahassee, FL 

 

Dale Jackson, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Zoologist 

Florida State University 

Tallahassee, FL 

 

Megan Jacoby, M.B.A. 
Environmental Scientist 

Everglades Division 

South Florida Water Management District 

West Palm Beach, FL 

 

David Jenkins, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Department of Biology 

University of Central Florida 

Orlando, FL 

 

 



Sally Jue, B.S. 
Research Scientist 

Institute of Science and Public Affairs 

Florida State University 

Tallahassee, FL 

 

Robert Kobza, M.S. 

Scientist II 

Watershed Management 

South Florida Water Management District 

West Palm Beach, FL 

 

Edward Kopf, M.S. 
Teacher, retired 

Department of Science 

Palm Beach School District 

Lake Worth, FL 

 

Marianne Korosy, Ph.D. candidate 

Dept of Biology 

University of Central Florida 

Palm Harbor, FL 

 

Michael Lee, B.S. 

Associate Ecologist 

ECT 

Spring Hill, FL 

 

Sandra Lemmon, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Molecular & Cellular Pharmacology 

University of Miami 

Miami, FL 

 

William Loftus, Ph.D. 
Research Ecologist 

Aquatic Research & Communication, LLC 

Homestead, FL 

 

Harry Luther 
Curator 

Department of Plant Science & Conservation 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 

Sarasota, FL 

 

Mikki McComb, Ph.D. candidate 

Department of Biological Science 

Florida Atlantic University 

Delray Beach, FL 

 

 

 

Brian Mealey, Ph.D. candidate 
Executive Director 

Falcon Batchelor Division of Research 

Institute of Wildlife Sciences 

Village of Palmetto Bay, FL 

 

Misty Nelson, M.S. candidate 

College of Marine Science 

University of South Florida 

Rotonda West, FL 

 

Eliane Norman, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

Department of Biology 

Stetson University 

Maitland, FL 

 

Martha Nungesser, Ph.D. 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

Watershed Management 

South Florida Water Management District 

Lake Worth, FL 

 

John Ogden, Ph.D. 

Director/Professor 

Integrative Biology 

University of South Florida 

St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Larry Page, Ph.D. 
Curator 

Florida Museum of Natural History 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Stuart Pimm, Ph.D. 
Doris Duke Chair of Conservation 

Nicholas School of the Environment 

Duke University 

Key Largo, FL 

 

Kara Radabaugh, B.S. 

Biological Oceanography 

College of Marine Science 

University of South Florida,  

Saint Petersburg, FL 

 

Kelly Rezac, M.S. 
Wildlife Biologist 

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 

Commission 

Lakeland, FL 

 



Johnny Richardson, M.S. 
Water Quality Scientist 

Engineering Section 

Leon County 

Tallahassee, FL 

 

Julissa Roncal, Ph.D. 

Postdoctoral Researcher 

Department of Biological Science 

Aarhus University 

Pembroke Pines, FL 

 

Manojit Roy, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Associate 

Department of Biology 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

William Searcy, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Department of Biology 

University of Miami 

Palmetto Bay, FL 

 

David Shindle, M.S. 
Wildlife Biologist 

Environmental Science Division 

Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

Naples, FL 

 

Robert Shuford, III, M.S. 

Staff Environmental Scientist 

Watershed Management 

South Florida Water Management District 

West Palm Beach, FL 

 

Adrian Stier, B.S. 
Department of Biology 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Walter Taylor, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus 

Department of Biology 

University of Central Florida 

Winter Park, FL 

 

Alfred Thomson, M.S. 

Research Assistant 

Florida Museum of Natural History 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

Stephen Tonjes, M.S. 
Environmental Scientist 

Environmental Management Department 

Florida Department of Transportation 

DeLand, FL 

 

Kathryn Tosney, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair 

Department of Biology 

University of Miami 

South Miami, FL 

 

Gabriel Vargo, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor Emeritus 

Marine Science 

University of South Florida 

St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Alicie Warren, Ph.D. 

Florida International University 

Homestead, FL 

 

Clifford Webb, M.S. 
Herpetologist 

Quest Ecology 

Brandon, FL 

 

Jim Wellehan, D.V.M. 
Alumni Fellow/Clinical Instructor 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Samantha Whitcraft, Ph.D. candidate 
Senior Research Associate 

Cooperative Institute for Marine and Atmospheric 

Studies 

University of Miami 

Miami, FL 

 

Justin Whitfield, B.S. 
Senior Biologist 

URS Corporation 

Gainesville, FL 

 

Dana Williams, Ph.D. 
Assistant Scientist 

University of Miami 

Key Largo, FL 

 

James Williams, Ph.D. 
Retired Biologist 

Gainesville, FL 



Gina Zimmerman, M.S. 
Research Ecologist 

Avian Research and Conservation Institute 

Gainesville, FL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOUISIANA 
 

Lauren Alleman, M.S. candidate 
Department of Biology 

University of Louisiana, Lafayette 

Lafayette, LA 

 

Anne Bradburn, M.S. 
Curator of the Tulane Herbarium 

Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

Tulane University 

New Orleans, LA 

 

Kenneth Brown, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Department of Biological Science 

Louisiana State University 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Jessica Deichmann, Ph.D. candidate 
Louisiana State University 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Alina Evans, D.V.M. 

Veterinary Clinical Sciences 

Louisiana State University 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Kyle Haynes, Ph.D. 
Postdoctoral Researcher 

Department of Biology 

University of Louisiana 

Lafayette, LA 

 

Nola Meyer, M.S. 

Environmental Scientist 

Department of Environmental Quality 

Haughton, LA 

 

Karen Perry, Ph.D. candidate 

Louisiana State University 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Thomas Sherry, Ph.D. 
Professor 

Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

Tulane University 

New Orleans, LA 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

 
Deborah Gochfeld, Ph.D. 
University of Mississippi 

Oxford, MS 

 

David Holly, Ph.D. 

Mississippi State University 

Oxford, MS 

 

Jean O'Neil, Ph.D. 
Vicksburg, MS 

 

Mark Peterson, Ph.D. 

Professor 

University of Southern Mississippi 

Ocean Springs, MS 

Kathy Shelton, M.S. 
South MS Conservation Biologist 

Museum of Natural Science 

MS Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks 

Biloxi, MS 

 
Charles Spence, M.S. 
Instructor 

Department of Science 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 

Gulfport, MS 


