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“Climate Change is a historical phenomenon and the debate will
continue on the significance of natural and anthropogenic
contributions”—The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC),
2015.

Source
ALEC’s 2015 website contains a page titled “Position Statement on Renewables and Climate
Change,” which contains the above quote. i Since 2008, this language has been included in
“Energy Principles” that serve as a “guiding document” for ALEC’s Energy, Environment, and
Agriculture Task Force. ii

Exposing the Disinformation: Science Facts
The scientific evidence of the cause and impacts of climate change is well documented. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was established in 1988 in recognition of
the problem of global warming. Climate experts from around the world synthesize the most
recent climate science findings in periodic reports. In 2014, IPCC concluded that “Warming of
the climate system is unequivocal” and that “It is extremely likely [95-100% probability] that
more than half of the observed increase in global average surface temperature from 1951 to 2010
was caused by the anthropogenic increase in greenhouse gas concentrations and other
anthropogenic forcings together.” iii “The atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have increased to levels unprecedented in at least the last 800,000 years.
Carbon dioxide concentrations have increased by 40% since pre-industrial times primarily from
fossil fuel emissions and secondarily from net land use change emissions.” iv
According to a 2004 study of peer-reviewed climate change literature published during the
period 1993-2003, 75% of papers examined either explicitly or implicitly endorsed the consensus
position that climate change is a real phenomenon and that it is human-caused; the remaining

25% of papers were methodological in nature and did not express any position on current
anthropogenic climate change, which means that none of the 928 papers examined disagreed
with the consensus position. v

More about the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC)
ALEC works to influence policy on behalf of powerful corporate interests, including the fossil
fuel industry. Internal documents show that ALEC has for several decades engaged in
disinformation campaigns to sow doubt about climate science among state legislators, while
peddling various forms of “model legislation” to obstruct progress on climate solutions. vi
At the center of these attacks is ALEC’s Energy, Environment, and Agriculture Task Force,
which convenes closed-door meetings where state legislators are presented with misinformation
on climate science and lobbied by fossil fuel interests. Leaked whistleblower documents vii,viii
reveal that recent (2010-2011) membership in ALEC’s Energy, Environment, and Agriculture
Task Force include BP, Chevron, ExxonMobil, Peabody Energy, and Shell; several industry
trade associations are also members of this task force, including the American Coalition for
Clean Coal Electricity (ACCCE), American Gas Association (AGA), and the American
Petroleum Institute (API). ix In addition, ExxonMobil is listed as a current member of ALEC’s
Private Advisory Council, and Peabody Energy was a member of the Private Advisory Council
in 2014. x Shell confirmed it remains a member of ALEC in late 2014. xi In 2012, a
ConocoPhillips spokesperson confirmed that the company was no longer a member of ALEC
and had no plans to rejoin in 2013. xii
ALEC’s Energy, Environment, and Agriculture Task Force distributes “model” legislation to
state legislators that they can easily introduce to oppose EPA carbon standards and roll back
renewable energy standards. In a leaked resolution adopted in 2007, the American Legislative
Exchange Council urged “EPA to not make an endangerment finding under § 202 of the Clean
Air Act and regulate greenhouse gases from mobile sources.” xiii ALEC claimed that there is a
“lack of evidence that human-caused emissions of greenhouse gases will ‘endanger public health
or welfare’ as required by § 202 of the Clean Air Act…” In 2011, ALEC publicly took credit for
13 states adopting resolutions “in opposition to the EPA’s plans to regulate greenhouse gas
emissions. xiv In 2014, ALEC revisited its 2007 resolution as one justification for adopting a new
resolution again stating that, “EPA should not pursue regulation of greenhouse gases.” xv In
2012, ALEC began to promulgate model legislation aimed at repealing state renewable energy
standards (RES). xvi ALEC took credit for the introduction of RES rollback legislation in 15 states
in 2013, although none of those bills passed. xvii At least 14 RES rollback bills were introduced in
2014, with two passing in Ohio and Wisconsin. xviii
Recent revelations from ALEC’s 2014 annual meeting in Dallas indicate that the unscientific
views of climate contrarians continue to dominate the group’s agenda. xix,xx The meeting was
sponsored by Chevron, ExxonMobil, Peabody Energy, and ACCCE. xxi
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