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“…support for the effects of climate change on public health and welfare
is limited and is typified by a high degree of uncertainty.” –
ConocoPhillips, 2009

Source
In ConocoPhillips’ 2008 comments on the EPA’s endangerment finding (U.S. EPA document
EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0171) they state “[W]e believe that despite uncertainties over the extent of
human contributions and the timing and magnitude of future impacts, citizens, companies, and
governments should take prudent action now to address GHG emissions. While the EPA
proposal includes support for the existence of climate change, the support for the effects of
climate change on public health and welfare is limited and is typified by a high degree of
uncertainty.” i

Exposing the Disinformation: Science Facts
At the time of this quote, the scientific evidence of the cause and impacts of climate change was
well documented. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was established in
1988 in recognition of the problem of global warming. Climate experts from around the world
synthesize the most recent climate science findings in periodic reports. The 2007 IPCC report
(AR4) concluded that “There is very high confidence that the net effect of human activities since
1750 has been one of warming”, and “discernible human influences extend beyond average
temperature to other aspects of climate” such as increased risk of heat waves, sea level rise, and
the frequency of heavy precipitation events. The report also specifically points out the systems,
sectors and regions likely to be especially affected by climate change, including human health in
populations with low adaptive capacity, and further that “within other areas, even those with high
incomes, some people (such as the poor, young children and the elderly) can be particularly at
risk.” ii The 2009 U.S. National Climate Assessment, a report produced by the U.S. Global
Change Research Program, adds weight to the IPCC findings by highlighting the public health

risks posed by global climate change. “During the summer, public health and quality of life,
especially in cities, will be negatively affected by increasing heat waves, reduced air quality, and
insect and waterborne diseases.” iii

More about ConocoPhillips
ConocoPhillips, like other major oil producers, has recently acknowledged the realities of
climate science on their website: “We recognize that human activity, including the burning of
fossil fuels, is contributing to increased concentrations of greenhouse gas (GHG) in the
atmosphere that can lead to adverse changes in global climate.” iv However, they continue to
support climate-denying trade and special interest groups, including the American Petroleum
Institute (API), the Western States Petroleum Association (WSPA), the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and others. v Until 2012, ConocoPhillips was a member of American Legislative
Exchange Council (ALEC).
At a May 2008 hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee, a company executive testified,
“ConocoPhillips has acknowledged the scientific consensus that human activity. . . is
contributing to increased concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere that can lead to
adverse changes in global climate.” vi He further stated that the company supported “a mandatory
national framework in the U.S. for reducing carbon dioxide emissions.” vii Yet shortly before
climate legislation was introduced in the Senate in February 2010, ConocoPhillips withdrew
from the U.S. Climate Action Partnership, a group of corporations that advocates for policy
action. viii Subsequently, ConocoPhillips began criticizing the legislation, and it set up a politicalaction webpage asking employees to call legislators and express opposition to that climate bill. ix
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